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(COPY TC SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY).

With reference to my signal 13472/17, a full investigation has been carried out into
the disappearance of H.M.S. PICOTEE on the 12th August and the following report is
forwarded after interrogating the Masters and where necessary, Officers and crew, of the
Trinity House ship DISCOVERY I, Polish ship KORDECKI, Norwegian ship AKERSHUS,
Yugosiav ship TSRAT, S.S. DELAWARE and HORSA, the following report is fowarded:-

2 A convoy of eight ships, escorted by H.M. trawler AYRESHIRE, arrived at Reykjavik
on the 13th August at 0800z. PICOTEE should have been with this convoy. The
commanding officer H.M. trawler AYRESHIRE reporied at my office after arrival and in the
course of conversation with the staff officer (Operation) and the Chief of Staff about the non-
amrival of the PICOTEE, he stated that shortly before 0200 on the 12th August, AYRESHIRE
was on the port bow of the convoy and PICOTEE on the starboard bow; submarines were
thought to be in the vicinity of this portion of the O.N. convoy as signals had been received
that the O.N. convoy was being shadowed a short time before. PICOTEE was observed by
AYRESHIRE to drop back down the starboard side of the convoy and lost sight of. Shortly
afterwards a pattern of depth charges was heard being fired. Nothing further was seen of
PICOTEE and the commanding officer of the AYRESHIRE said he thought she had obtained
a contcact and gone back to carry out a hunt. When daylight came PICOTEE was not in
sight and AYRESHIRE considered that she had dropped astern, hunting a submarine.

3. | expected PICOTEE to arrive later in the day; when she did not do so | presumed
that she had retumed to rejoin BOADICEA with O.N. convoy, as she was due to re-connect
with BOADICEA to escort H.X. Convoy to UK. A signal was made at 1026z/13 to you,
repeated BOADICEA, stating that AYRESHIRE had arrived with Merchant Vessels from
O.N.4 and that PICOTEE had not arrived. On 14th R.AF. were informed that PICOTEE had
not arrived and asked if their aircraft proceeding to and from convoys could keep a look-out
for her.

4, When your signal 1027A/16 was received, investigations were started and the
following information has been obtained:-

The convoy of eight ships was sailing in three columns:

Port Column, HORSA, REIS, MACRAE.

Centre Column, DISCOVERY, {(Commaodore). Tug SALVONIA towing DELAWARE
Starboard Column, KORDECK!, AKERSHUS and TSRAT

AYRESHIRE on Port Bow, PICOTEE on starboard bow.






